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Welcome to the Blackrock
Tidy Towns 3-Year Plan!

This plan is to be used the guide the work of the Tidy Towns for the next 3 years. The plan
was drawn up following consultation with members of the Tidy Towns group and a number of
surveys undertaken in Blackrock in 2019 and 2020.

The plan does not set out to include all of the excellent work carried out by Blackrock Tidy
Towns but to provide direction for the group over the next few years. First of all we set out the
Key Projects - major projects that will have greatest impact forBlackrock. Then we have a
yearly schedule of tasks that will address all of the aspects of the Tidy Towns categories.
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Blackrock: An Overall Impression

Any visitor to Blackrock will soon become aware that they are in a village that is well cared-for
and cherished. The approaches to Blackrock are generally very neat despite having
something of a rural feel for much of the approach. There is an absence of signage clutter,
derelict sites or waste ground. The heart of Blackrock is the Main Street which is also the
seafront promenade. Here there are wide footpaths that are frequently busy with leisure
walkers. All along the promenade are features that are bespoke to Blackrock. These include
celebrations of its seaside location and history. The statues of fish and cockle-pickers are
splendidly displayed. Throughout the year, there is planting of interest along the promenade
although this is notably most splendid in the summer months.

In numerous areas of the village there is interpretative signage related to the natural history
of the area. High quality information is displayed thereon. Here and there, signs that denote
the location of a Blackrock Tidy Towns project such as a ‘wilding’ area are come upon.
Directional signage to visitor facilities is modern but discrete and locations such as the park,
football ground and Community Centre are easy to find.

The businesses of Blackrock are a real asset for the village. A variety of cafés, restaurants
and shops line the Main Street and their high standard of upkeep does much to enhance the
visitor experience here. The pavement areas in front of these premises is usually fastidiously
neat and tidy.

The many residential areas of Blackrock include mature streets and housing estates of a
range of ages. These tend to be very well presented and neat. Some extensive green areas
might well be managed for biodiversity or devoted to tree-planting.

Section 1. Results of Online Survey

A total of 39 responses were received as of 14 April 2025.

1. What comes to mind when you think of your
local Tidy Towns group?

By far the most selected answer to this was ‘a group striving to make our village a better
place. A slightly smaller percentage answered ‘a group striving to improve our natural
environment and encourage sustainable living.’ The results indicated that the greater majority
of the respondents understand the role of Tidy Towns in Blackrock with only a very few (6 no.)
seeing Tidy Towns as a group for older people with more time. It should be noted that
respondents could select multiple answers to this question.
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2.What do you like about living and/or working in
Blackrock?

There was quite a variety of responses to this question. However, the emerging theme was
that the community and people of Blackrock is the most important factor. Several
respondents mentioned that pride in the community and a sense of place was important. The
proximity to the sea and the amenities that this affords figured highly in the answers as well.
The businesses is the village were frequently praised for their quality and good atmosphere.
Access to the park and natural amenities were also mentioned. It should be noted that the
work of Tidy Towns in achieving the high level of care and good appearance of Blackrock
village was pointed out by a number of respondents.

3. Are you aware of the work carried out by
Blackrock Tidy Towns group?

The overwhelming majority of responses confirmed that the work of Blackrock Tidy Towns is
familiar and acknowledged. The work at the park and planting was particularly singled out for
mention. Litter control was also frequently mentioned. It was clear that social media has
assisted with this wide awareness. Some respondents specifically mentioned television
coverage of the Tidy Towns group as being instructive in informing on the work of the Tidy
Towns group.
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4. Of the 8 Tidy Towns categories (listed below), which
3 do you believe Blackrock could improve upon?

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes was the category most selected with just under 60%
choosing this in their top three. Interestingly, Community - Your Planning & Involvement was
the second most selected category (just over 42% choosing this). Just under 40% of

respondents chose Residential Streets and Housing Areas as a top category for improvement.

After these, Green Spaces & Landscaping was selected by 13% of respondents and
Streetscape & Public Places and Nature and Biodiversity in Your Locality were jointly selected
by 11% of respondents. Tidiness and Litter Control was the least selected of the category.
This likely reflects a high level of awareness of the strong litter control that exists in Blackrock.

5. Please share any ideas for actions or projects within
the categories you indicated for improvement above.

A very wide variety of responses was received from 29 of the respondents. Action to address
dog-fouling was called for by several but without any specific suggestions as to how this may
be done. The car parking issue was also a frequent theme. Again, no suggestions as to how
this might be addressed were given. Involvement of youth was suggested more than once.
Several respondents stressed how important the green spaces of Blackrock are and that
these should be protected or even expanded. Better planning for housing development was
also mentioned. Some suggestions were directly contrary — e.g. calling for more speed ramps
and declaring that there are too many speed ramps. Various other suggestions included new
village name signs, a communal garden, improvements to approach roads and upgrading of
shopfronts.
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6. Regarding sustainability in particular, is there
anything you would like to see improving in
Blackrock (e.g. in terms of walking, cycling, public
transport, waste, energy use)?

There was a very clear call for improved facilities for both walking and cycling. Several
respondents called for dedicated cycle lanes. The greater majority of the suggestions called
for improved footpaths and walking routes. There were calls for car-free areas in Blackrock
with a ‘car-free seafront’ being one suggestion. Safe cycling routes between the village and
DKIT were mentioned. Better permeability in housing estates was also suggested. Better
street-lighting and pedestrian crossings were also called for. One respondent called for more
litterbins on approach roads. Better recycling facilities were mentioned twice while only one
respondent called for better public transport.
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7.Would you like to become more involved with the
work of Blackrock Tidy Towns?

Of the 35 respondents, 22 stated that they could not join the committee or volunteer with Tidy
Towns. 8 said that they could volunteer from time to time but not join the committee. 2 said
that could not join the committee but would volunteer regularly while one respondent stated
that they would be willing to join the committee.

8. If you answered Yes to the above question, what
activities could you help out with (e.g. planting,
watering, litter picking, digital/technical
assistance, DIY, events)?

Of the respondents who replied positively to question 7, 11 made suggestions for how they
might assist Blackrock Tidy Towns. Litter-picking was the most frequent suggestion. Further
suggestions were planting and watering. Interestingly, one respondent said that they would
help with planning matters, having some expertise in this area.

9. In general, how do you think Blackrock Tidy
Towns might encourage more people living in
the village to become involved with the
group’s activities?

By far the most frequent suggestion here was that more events be held and that the wider
public are invited to attend these. Both work days and social events were suggested. Better
communication was suggested. More weekend activities were suggested as many are busy
during the week. Both traditional (e.g. posters) and social media were both suggested. One
respondent said that Tik Tok was essential and that a younger person should manage this [for
the Tidy Towns group]. Several respondents suggested reaching out directly to sports clubs
and other associations. It was suggested that residents’ associations would be a good source
of involvement. More than one respondent suggested that the Tidy Towns group might seem
difficult to get involved with. Better communication — especially via modern social media —
seemed to be an important theme.
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10. Please provide your name, email address, and/ or
phone number if you would like to be included on
the Blackrock Tidy Towns contact list.

Of the 39 respondents, 14 supplied contact details in order to be included on the Blackrock
Tidy Towns contact list.

Section 2. Key Projects

These are the Key Projects for Blackrock Tidy Towns for 2025-2028. These are the projects

I that will have the greatest impact on the village, its landscape and natural environment
over this time. They are also the projects that will demand the greatest time and resources
of Blackrock Tidy Towns and its supporters.

Key Project. Digital 2025-2027
Media Strategy

Blackrock Tidy Towns will engage a specialist to help
develop a digital media strategy. This is to assist in the
communication of the core aims of the Tidy Towns
group with a wider audience. It will also serve as a
recruitment tool for new volunteers and supporters.
Emphasis will be placed on new video social media
means of reaching new demographics.

Key Project. 2026-2028
Blackrock in Colour

The Tidy Towns group will work with
businesses and willing property owners
to create a colour palette for the main
areas of Blackrock. This will help us to
create a range of suitable colours for our
prominent buildings that will enhance
and enliven our streetscape.
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Key Project. 2025-2028
School Biodiversity

Blackrock Tidy Towns will commit to holding at least one biodiversity-based school project per
year over the lifespan of this plan. The Tidy Towns group recognise the importance of
introducing as many young people as possible to biodiversity and conservation. Projects may
include expert-led outings on the shoreline or the creation of in-school exhibitions on the
biodiversity of Blackrock.

Key Pro]ect_ 2025-2028
Blackrock Food Waste Sustainability — Doing More with Less

This is a major multi-annual survey that will involve all sections of the Blackrock community.
Year 1 will see the Primary Schools complete in-school surveys of food wastage. In year 2,
an extensive household food waste survey will be carried out. In year 3 it will be the turn of
businesses to examine their food waste stream. As part of the project, workshops and
demonstrations will be held.
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Key Project. 2026-2027
Anti-litter Awareness

Blackrock Tidy Towns will undertake an
anti-litter awareness project aimed at
keeping Blackrock as litter-free as
possible. The project will employ new
social media as well as a more
traditional poster competition in
conjunction with the Primary Schools.
The Tidy Towns group will seek a local
sponsor to help them champion the
anti-litter cause.

Key Project. 2026-2028
Blackrock Bus Stop

There is growing need for a dedicated

bus stop on the main street of

Blackrock. The Tidy Towns group will

campaign vigorously for a suitably
designed and built bus stop for this

F "~ busy thoroughfare. The group will look
to residents and other community

= .i groups to join this campaign.
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Our Plan

Projects

Planned for
2025-2026

Project

Category

Media — the committee will continue to promote the work of BTT in
local media

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Urban Orchard — BTT will facilitate the planting of fruiting trees
across public areas and in private gardens in Blackrock

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Biodiversity Projects — Biodiversity projects that will complement the
Louth Local Biodiversity Action Plan will be devised. These may
include Citizen Science projects like bird and butterfly recording

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

New Ramp — BTT will make representation to Louth County Council
for the installation of a ramp to the old swimming pool walkway that
will allow wheelchair-users and buggies access this route

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes

Vegetation Management — Vegetation is to be managed by
strimming at The Loakers and at Cocklehill.

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Signage — new aluminium signage is proposed for the block wall at
Rock Celtic 1

Streetscape & Public Places

Church Beds — the planted beds at the church are to be refurbished 1

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Senior Citizens at St. Fursey’s — BTT will identify a number of
projects that may be undertaken here. These may include
door-painting and window-box provision

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Road Markings — BTT will highlight with Louth County Council the
need for better road-markings and will bring areas to the council’s
attention as necessary

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes

Telescope — the information panel at the telescope is to be replaced

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

Our Plan

Projects

Planned for
2026-2027

Project

Category

Community Centre —a mural is proposed for the large facing wall of
the Community Centre

Streetscape & Public Places

Competition — BTT will reinstate the Blackrock in Bloom Competition

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Nature Trail — a QR code-led nature trail will be established across
Blackrock.

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

Travel Survey — In coordination with the schools, BTT will undertake
a travel survey on how residents travel to school and work

Sustainability — doing more with less

Age-friendly Seating — age-friendly seating is proposed for a number
of areas

Streetscape & Public Places

Vapes — BTT will assist in organising collection points for vape
recycling in suitable locations

Tidiness and Litter Control

Reverse Vending — BTT will research the statistics related to the
recent introduction of reverse vending machines and will highlight the
waste and energy savings that they have brought about

Sustainability — doing more with less

Parking Survey — the Tidy Towns group will support the carrying out
of a parking survey in order to identify means of providing car-parking
during busy times

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes

Vote with your Butt — the cigarette butt ‘ballot’ boxes will be
maintained as anti-butt litter promotion

Tidiness and Litter Control

Park Poetry — a poetry trail is to be established in the park with
verses displayed

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Liaison — BTT will liaise with Dromiskin Tidy Towns on upcoming
projects 1

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Park Stream — efforts to ‘rewild’ the stream at the park will be
investigated

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

School Savings — BTT will support and promote efforts to reuse
school necessities such as uniform and book sales

Sustainability — doing more with less

Water Butts — the Tidy Towns group will promote the use of water
butts around the town as a water-saving measure

Sustainability — doing more with less

3 for the Sea — The 3 for the Sea anti-sea litter initiative will be
continued throughout summer months in Blackrock

Tidiness and Litter Control

Invasive Species — an invasive species workshop will be held in the

village

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

Residents’ Associations — BTT will renew contacts with all residents’
associations and endeavour to involve these groups in project work

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Bike-Friendly — BTT will support initiatives that will make Blackrock
more bicycle-friendly. These may include the provision of dedicated
bicycle lanes and appropriate road maintenance

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes

Ragwort Control — BTT will focus on control of this noxious weed
throughout the town

Tidiness and Litter Control

Blackrock Tidy Towns
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Our Plan

Projects

Planned for
2027-2028

Project

Category

Community Centre — Additional tree-planting is proposed for the car
park of the Community Centre — Amelanchier trees are suggested

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Mini-orchards — Mini-orchards will be established at Fane View and
Seafield Gardens

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

Home Composting — BTT will undertake a survey of home
composting activities within the town. As part of the project there will
be a number of workshops on home composting made available

Sustainability — doing more with
less

Solar Survey — the group will undertake a survey of the use of solar
power and solar water heating throughout the town’s residents

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Media — Short digital video media pieces will be produced to
highlight the work of BTT

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Louth Walls — BTT will host an event highlighting the importance of
the preservation of Louth Bank Walls

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Otters — BTT will promote the foreshore and Fane as Otter habitat.
Volunteer surveys for Otter signs will be carried out

Nature and Biodiversity in Your
Locality

Reusable Cup — BTT will provide for sale to suitable outlets a ‘keep
cup’ for takeaway beverages

Tidiness and Litter Control

SEC - BTT will promote Blackrock as a Sustainable Energy
Community

Residential Streets and Housing
Areas

Right of Ways — BTT will continue to research and map the existing
right of ways within and linking Blackrock.

Approach Roads, Streets and
Lanes

Weed Control — the Community Centre car park will be kept free of
weeds throughout the year

Tidiness and Litter Control

Blackrock Tidy Towns
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Annual and Ongoing Projects.

These are the projects that are either multi-annual or are ongoing.

Project

Category

Cooperation — BTT will continue to play an active part in Louth Tidy
Towns Together

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Planting — Where possible future planting will be in the ground
rather than in planters

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Greenway — the Tidy Towns group will support the development of a
sustainable Greenway that will provide safe non-motorised active
travel for residents and visitors.

Approach Roads, Streets and
Lanes

Active travel — BTT will support the move toward Active Travel
throughout the lifespan of this plan

Sustainability — doing more with
less

Plastic-free Seas — this campaign will be continued throughout the
lifespan of this plan.

Tidiness and Litter Control

Schools Projects — ongoing, projects will be organised with the
primary schools

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Name Signs — The blue road name signs are to be replaced as
necessary. BTT will make Louth County Council aware of which
signs need changing

Approach Roads, Streets and
Lanes

Parking Issue — Further off-street car parking is to be sought.
Consultation with Louth County Council will be required.

Built Environment & Streetscape

Local Development Plan — Formal submissions to the Local
Development Plan to be annually reviewed by sub-group and altered
as needed.

Community - Your Planning &
Involvement

Going Underground — BTT will advocate for the overhead cables
to be routed underground.

Built Environment & Streetscape

Blackrock Tidy Towns
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